Cathy (v2.29)

User’s guide

1. Installation

Cathy is a simple and fast cataloging program. If you want to know what is in your offline
CD’s and DVD’s (currently lying in boxes on the shelf), you will benefit from using it. You
may catalog your hard-disk drives, your network drives or only parts of them — finding a file
in the catalog is several orders of magnitude faster than doing it directly on the hard disk.

Cathy is distributed as a single executable file. The size of the current version 2.23 is 58
kilobytes. There is no installation program bundled with the executable. Create a folder with a
suitable name (e.g. Catalogs), where you want to save the catalog files, copy the Cathy
executable there and create a shortcut to it on the desktop or anywhere else you like.

Address 53 D:\Catalogs

Name
File and Folder Tasks 2 Ay Cathy.exe

®fi Rename this file

¥ Move this file

0 Copy this file

€3 Publish this file to the Web
& E-mail this file L
¥ Delete this file Cancel

Move with source wiping
Copy Here

Shortcuts have some advantages — you may run the same executable file, but set a different
default directory @ for every shortcut, and assign them different icons @. You only need to
open the shortcut Properties, set the Start in directory and/or choose a different icon.

[ Shortcutito Cathy.exe Properties, Q SToncHIDE Sy e

| General | Shortcut | Compatibility| Ghaneelcon ?]x]
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Cathy.exe Q Shertcut to Cathy.exe
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Target Di\Catalogs\Cathy.exs Q F'y
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Comment:
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Currently | use four shortcuts to the same Cathy program, and four folders to save the created
catalog files. | use the second shortcut to catalog hard drives, the third one for MP3 archives,
the fourth one for DVD archives, and the first one to load all the catalogs at the same time.
On the desktop it looks like this:
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2. Creating a catalog
When Cathy is running, click on the Catalog Tab.

Captured z.Cathy
Fle Edt Help

Search |Direc:t0ry] Cﬂtﬁﬁ@ll

Pattern | ~| vwmmoo | v | Length | w] |
Search | i ESI:::Ctgd |Standard search ﬂ

Next click on the button marked with three dots (...)

Searchl Directary Catalog ‘

Root | ﬂ - Add J Ignore files | ﬂ
Filter

Yalume label | E;I:::Ctgd el | |Standard search ﬂ

Comment || [ Archive

and select a device or a folder from the Browse for Folder dialog:

4
Search | Directory Catalog
=
Root — | Add
| J ——  choose directory
Yolume label | [ Search
selectad
Comment | E-%e PRACOVNY (E:)
< Jana (F:)
MName Diate | Free (MEB) | C < Mama (G:) =
= Velky (H:) —

s DVD-RW Drive (I:)
1.3 Shared Documents
-2 Adobe PDF
#-IZ) Pinnacle Studio
=] ﬁ Shared Music
®-2} Shared Pictures
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#-|5) robo's Documents
&4 Nokia Phone Browser
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I chose the folder Shared Documents (as an example for this guide). The path to the chosen
device/folder and its short name now will appear in two entry fields of this tab. (In case of
devices, the volume label of the media is used. If a folder is chosen, a short name is derived.)
The content of the Volume label text field may be overwritten. | prefer to give the catalog the
name | used to label the CD or DVD medium — mostly it is identical to the volume label. It
helps me to find the media on the shelf quickly. The Comment field may be left empty, or
can contain any text. Now click on the Add button

Root |C:\,Duc:uments and Settings!, ﬂ ‘ 5%
Yiolume label  [\Documents Search Fi
| B selected lak

Carmment |




wait for a while, and the first catalog is ready to use:

Sean:hl Directory Catalog \

Foot | ~| . H | lgnare files | ~|
Volume label | - Search e |Standard search v |
Cormmeant | O Archive
Elame Date | FreeMB)|  D+F| volume | Serial number |c

In order to have at least 2 catalogs in this guide, | shall create a catalog of a CD containing
digitized records of some of my vinyl LP’s. | select the device where | put this CD:

7% Velky (H:)

=BG

£ SharJ%Documents

+-12) robo's Documents

The Archive box was automatically ticked because this is a CD. Cathy automatically ticks
the "Archive" box for media in CD/DVD drive, and leaves it unticked for hard disks and
floppy disks. You may change it — you may mark some folders on a hard disk as archive, or
unmark the CD or DVD - as you want. (Note: you need to press the Enter key if you want
your change to the Archive box to be remembered.) This information may help you later to
find which files have already been archived and which have not.

Then | fill the comment field with some information about the media

Searu:hl Directary Catalog \

Root ||:".| ﬂ ‘ Add Ignore files | ﬂ
Yolume label [ PrP3_n1 Search Filter Standard search v

| = n selected Ishels | | J
Comment |Thefirstset of ry old wiryls| Archive

and click on the Add button. Almost immediately a new line in the list of catalogs will
appear:

MName | Date Free (MB) | D+F| “olume | Serial numher Comment
I:‘ YDocurnents 2005/08/1710:13 B960.461 58 [\Documents and Settin.. 5436-2EEF

What information is shown in the columns?

Name - the content of Volume label (sometimes I even call it Alias). It may be
changed by simply clicking on it and rewriting it.

Date - the date when the catalog was created (It’s also possible to change the
display format)

Free (MB) - free space on the media. This is not available for read-only media.

D+F - the number of folders (directories) and files on the media

Volume - the original Volume label of the cataloged media, or full path of the
cataloged folder

Serial number - the serial number of the cataloged media (or the media from where the
folder was cataloged)

Comment - comment (may be changed at any time)

Catalog file name - the full name of the catalog file. Each catalog is saved to a separate file.
This file can be copied, moved, archived, sent to friends etc. These files
are created in Start in folder of the running Cathy.
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To add a comment to a catalog (or change it, or remove it), select the catalog from the list. Its
comment and the value of the archive flag are copied to the corresponding fields above the
listbox.

; selected =TT . J—
Comment I ] archive

Comrent

The first setof my old vinyls

If you make a change (I wrote the text “My shared files”), press the Enter key and then the
Yes button:

sEIELIEY Lt |

Comment IMy sharedfiles Pr* thy. _._]—‘ [ Archive
satiy

Serial nurnber Cormment

200540917 10:13
5/09/1710:19

\ ? ) Save the changes?

C312-60DD The first set of rmy old vinyls

Comment IMy sharedfiles| |:| Archive

Serial number

MName

YOocuments 2005/09/17 10:13 YDocuments and Settin...

[/] LPP3_1 2005409417 10:14 B3 LPMPI_01

CH12-60DD

The Comment field may be used for many purposes — enter the name of the person who has
borrowed the CD or DVD, or some general characteristics of the media content, etc.

3. Browsing the catalog
When exactly one catalog is highlighted from the list,

Searchl Direu:tlj‘{y Catalog |

Root I LI _l Ac

Yolume label Search
I o selectec

Cormmeant |My shared files

me | Date | Free (MEI)l C

LFrF3_01 2005/09/17 1018 —MfA—

click the Directory Tab. You will see the contents of the selected catalog:

Search DiFBCTTf%/ | Catalogl hy shared files
Parent | I Y\Documents I\Documents and SettingsiAll UsershDocuments

EIQ YDocuments MName | Date Length Files
-3 Adobe PDF Adobe PDF 05-08-25 23:26:45 0.231 12
- My Music by busic 04-08-2911:53:00 4575 22
[:I iy Ficturas Wy Pictures 04-07-02 21:38:50 0.283 7
[0 My Videos by Videos 04-07-02 21:36:09 0.000 1
#-Z1 Pinnacle Studio Finnacle Studio 04-08-29 15:55:32 13.050 2

desktop.ini 04-07-03 10:34:01 124




On the left there is a tree of folders. Click on any node, and on the right the content of the
selected folder will be displayed as a list of folders and/or files. For the folders, a blue font is
used to distinguish them from the files; the size of a folder is shown in megabytes. For the
files, a black font is used and the size of the file is shown in bytes. The right list may be
sorted by clicking on any column header (the second click reverses the sort order). Folders
and files are sorted independently, folders always before files. For example, when we click
(for the first time) on the header of the Length column, the list will be sorted in descending
order of size.

YDocuments |\Ducuments and Settingshall Usersh\Documents

Mame | Date | rLendgth | Files
Finnacle Studio 04-08-29 15:65:32 " 3050 2
by Music 04-08-2911:53:00 4 R75 22
by Pictures 04-07-02 21:38:50 0.283 7
Adobe FOF [5-05-25 23:28:45 0.231 12
by Wideos 04-07-02 21:36:09 0.000 1
desktop.ini 04-07-03 10:34:01 129

Double-clicking on a blue row shows the contents of the selected folder. The Backspace key
or the Parent button may be used to return one level higher.

4. Search

The Search tab is opened by default, when Cathy starts. The focus is on the Pattern entry
field — we can immediately write in the name of the file (or only a part of it) we are looking
for (I entered *music’). Then | pressed Enter (the same as clicking the Search button):

Search l Diredory] Catalog ]
Fattarn |music ﬂ Y ARDD - Length -
Search
s h Standard search
| e | I selected

Name | Date | Length | “alume | Path | Comment

by Music 04-0g-29 4675 \Documents WDocuments and SettingsiAl User.. Wy shared files
Sample Music 04-07-02 1311 s\Documents WODocuments and Settingsiyall User.. My shared files
MLSIC. a5y 03-03-31 768 \Documents YWDocuments and SettingshAl User.. Wy shared files
rmusic.kbrmp 03-03-1 18488 ‘Documents WDocuments and SettingsiAll User.. Wy shared files
MUSIc.wima 03-03-31 3492199 YDocuments WDocuments and SettingshAal User.. by shared files

Cathy creates a list of all files and folders whose names contain the text ‘“music’. The search
is case-insensitive. A better defined pattern will result in fewer matches.

The bottom right corner of the Cathy window contains information about the catalog and the
search results:

5:5 C:2F121

C:2 means there are 2 catalogs already created by Cathy

F:121 means there are 121 file and folder names saved in these catalogs

S:5  means 5 matches were found — this many folders and files contained the search pattern
as part of their names

Select a row from the search results list and click the Directory tab (or double-click the
selected row to get the same effect).



Search IDire&Dryl Catalogl
Fattern |mu5ic ﬂ MDD | ﬂ | Length | ﬂ |
Search
= h Standard search -
| =ear | [ selected | J

MName | Date | Length | Yolume | Path
fly Music 04-08-24 4675 \Documents YDocuments and Settings'All User..
Sample Music n04-07-02 1.311 \Documents YDocuments and Seftingshall User.
MUSIC.asx 03-03-31 768 \Documents YDocuments and Settings'All User..
I
MUSICWMa 03-03-31 3492199 \Documents YDocuments and Settings'All User..

The ‘content’ of the corresponding catalog will be opened (of course, ‘content’ means the
folder and file names only, not the actual content of files). On the left, there is a tree of folders
expanded deeply enough that the folder containing the selected row can be selected, and on
the right there is the list of folders and files of this selected folder. The file (or folder) selected
in Search tab will be highlighted here as well.

Search Directary l Catalog]

My shared files

Farent I:I I:I |

YDocuments |'\Documents and Settingshall UsershDocuments My Music

= €4 \Documents MName | Date | Length Files
+-( Adobe POF Sample Music 04-07-02 21:39:45 1.311 k]
-3 My Music Sample Playlists 04-08-29 11:63:.00 0.016 15
+-(3 My Pictures hly Flaylists 04-08-2911:53:00 0.000 0
[ My Videos music.wma 03-03-31 14:00:00 3492199
+-[_1 Finnacle Studia
music.agx 03-03-31 14:.00:00 768
Desktopini 04-07-02 21:39:45 151

Now we have enough information to find the real file. Other features of Cathy were added to
make life more convenient and pleasant. Let’s visit the tabs again to familiarize ourselves
with the rest of Cathy’s features.

5. Catalog Tab

There are a lot of temporary files on hard disks which we don’t want to have in the catalog.
Sometimes we want to exclude even whole folders (for example ,,Temporary Internet Files*)
or some temporary files (like those named “~$...” of MS Word). The field ©® “Ignore files”

contains a list of such files or folders, separated by a semicolon.

The string

“* tmp; \tmp; \Temp*” means the files with extension “.tmp”, the folders named “tmp” and
folders whose name start with “Temp” will be ignored when the catalog is created.

Searchl Directory Catalog l

=
o

Root |C:‘-, ﬂ ‘ Add | lgnare files  imp; \tmp; Y Temp* ﬂ
volume label  [Svstem disk Search (5  Filter ) @

| wstam dis [v seleded@' labels &) |Standard gearch ﬂ i
Camment |Thefirstset of rry old vinyls Archive
MName | Date | Free (ME) | O+F | “Yolume | Serial number | Comment
|:| \Documents 2005/09/9710:13 BaR0.461 58 [\Documents and Settin..  5436-2EEF My share:

The button “Filter labels” when pressed changes into “Filter comments” (and changes back
when pressed again). The list below will be filtered according to the text on this button and
the string typed in the field 3.



When looking for files in the Search tab, Cathy uses only the catalogs which match the filter
(the others will be hidden). This option will be appreciated by the people who have created
hundreds of catalogs (or even over a thousand). The second way to limit the number of
catalogs used for search is to select some of them (in the usual Windows manner, using the
SHIFT or CTRL keys to extend/reduce the selection), and check the @ “Search selected”
box. The combo box @ selects one of the different search types. You can set the search
type in the Search tab or in the Catalog tab where the selection/filtering of the catalogs is
done.

Further options are available from a right mouse-click on the selected catalog(s). When a
single selected catalog is clicked, the whole menu pops-up. When more than one catalog is
selected, the menu of available options is restricted a bit:

MName | Date | Free (ME]) | D+F| Yolume | Serial
_ .
[A] [% Delete selected catalogs |

List MP3 files (albums)
List MP3 files (songs)

Copy selected rows to the clipboard *

The full menu when a single catalog is selected:

Mame | Date | Free (ME) | D+F | Yalume

(/] LPtP3_D1 2005/08/17 10:19 bt Refresh
Delete selected catalogs

Directory tree list
Full list

List MP3 files (albums)
List MP3 files (songs)

Copy selected rows to the clipboard *

Refresh - refreshes the catalog. It is used for hard disk or network drive catalogs — these
media are always available. It does not make sense to use it for non-rewritable CD/DVD
media — if the content was changed at all, a new session was added to the media.
Unfortunately, when a new session is added, a new serial number is assigned to the media and
Cathy will not find the corresponding one in the existing catalogs. It means that it must be
cataloged as a new media.

Delete selected catalogs - deletes the selected catalog files that were created by Cathy

Directory tree list - creates a tree-form list of directories of the selected catalog in plain-

text, and displays a “Save As” dialog box for you to save it as a .txt file. It will look like this:
\Documents
Documents
Adobe PDF
Extras
Settings
My Music
My Playlists
Sample Music
Sample Playlists
000D4D55
My Pictures
Sample Pictures
My Videos



Pinnacle Studio
Captured Video

Full list - creates output as the command DIR does for the original media (of course,
excluding the files and folders specified as ignored when the catalog was created).

List MP3 files, List MP3 albums - specially formatted list; shows only files with extension
.mp3, .mpc or .ogg

Copy selected rows to clipboard - it copies some of the chosen information about the
selected catalogs to the clipboard. The standard option contains all information. Moreover, the
submenu may be extended adding user-defined options. The content of the clipboard may be
pasted to an Excel spreadsheet (for example) — the values may be delimited by tab characters,
and Excel then pastes them into separate columns. Example:

\Documents 6960.461 58 2005/09/17 10:13 5436-2EEF My shared files E:\Captured\-Documents.caf
LPMP3_01 --N/A-- 63 2005/09/17 10:19 C912-60DD The first set of my old vinyls E:\Captured\LPMP3_01.caf

6. Search Tab

Chapter 3 shows the simplest way to find a file — write part of its name in the Pattern
field and click Search. You can also restrict the search by defining constraints for the creation
date and/or the file length. Fields © allow defining some date and relation to the creation
date of the searched file(s). The relation is chosen from the combobox; the possibilities are
>>= = <= <, The date is defined according to the displayed hint in the form YYMMDD, i.e. 2
digits for the year, 2 digits for the month and two digits for the day. If the day is omitted it is
assumed to be 01, the same if the month is also omitted - 0101 is appended to the year. Some
special meanings: -1 is yesterday, -2 day before yesterday, etc. If EVERY entry field is left
empty, pressing Enter or the Search button looks for files/folders created today.

The second pair of fields @ restricts the file length in a similar manner. The length may be
defined in bytes (as number), or in kilo- and megabytes (as number followed by a character
K/k for the coefficient 1000 and M/m for the coefficient 2000000). For example, 320M means
exactly the value 320000000. If the value is 0 and the relation operator is ‘<’, Cathy searches
folder names only. Example (<=0310 means before 1st October 2003):

Search ‘Directory] Catalag]
@ @
Pattern |music: ﬂ Y kARDD |<= ﬂ |D31U Length |<= ﬂ |1UDk
Search

= h ‘ Standard search -

=ear [ selected | J
MName | Diate | Length | Yaolume | Fath
music.asx 03-03-3 768 \Documents YDocuments and SettingsiAll Use
music.bmp 03-03-3 18488 \Documents YDocuments and SettingsiAll Use

The Pattern string may contain characters with special-meanings:

‘I’ - at the beginning or end of the pattern means the pattern starts at the beginning or
ends at the end of the filename, respectively. For example, when the pattern starts as
“|my”, only files whose name starts with my or MY or My or mY will be found.

x - may be used only once inside the pattern, and means any number of any characters.
So '|s*doc]|' finds files like 'Solution.DOC' or 'StringDOC'
'|s*doc' finds - in addition to this - also files like 'SoIDOCument.txt'

's*doc' finds - in addition to these - also files like 'unSolDOCument.txt'



If the pattern contains no special-meaning characters, Cathy finds all filenames that contain
the pattern.

If the box Search selected is ticked, only the catalogs currently selected in the Catalog tab
will be searched for files.

The combobox on the right has Standard search as the default mode. It offers some rare —
but sometimes useful — search modes:

Motarchived  » | The Duplicates mode finds every file which occurs more than once in
standard search |~ the searched catalogs. The files must have identical names and sizes to
Parent — be found as duplicates.

Ed

Archived - bg The Same names mode works the same as Duplicates but without

Duplicates g . ”

Same names checking the file sizes.

Same sizes i . L. . i
Singles The Same sizes mode is again similar — but it does not check the file

names, only the file sizes.

The Singles mode finds every file which has no duplicate in the searched catalogs. It is useful
when we search through the hard disk folder and CD or DVD media to which the hard disk
content has already been copied. A list of singles helps to find which files are only on the hard
disk. One of the disadvantages of this mode is that it also finds, for example, files on
CD/DVD which have been already deleted from the hard disk.

The Not archived mode is the improved Singles mode. The program finds every file in the
catalogs not marked as Archive, which cannot be found in the catalogs marked as Archive.
This is a very convenient way to find files not archived yet.

The Archived mode is complementary search to Not archived mode.

The Parent mode doesn’t look for files matching the pattern — it looks for files where the
file’s parent folder matches it. It will be useful for you if you archive your music files as | do
— the Author folder contains the Album1, Album2, ... AloumN subfolders. When | look for the
Parent ‘Author’, Cathy lists every cataloged album of the ‘Author’.

Other constraints are considered as well when looking for matching files/folders. Have a look
at how many duplicates of dynamic libraries are saved to your hard disks. Select the catalogs
of hard disks, choose Duplicates, write the Pattern “.dIl’ and click Search. 3950 is the
number of records in my case — it means that at least 1925 .dll files on my hard disks are
unnecessary :-). When | looked for the commonly used mfc42.dll , | found (of course) fewer
duplicates:

I ame | [rate | Length |
mfcd2. dil 04-03-04 00:56:44 1028096
mfcd2. dil 04-03-04 00:56:44 1028096
mfcd2. dil 04-083-2919:20:28 995 383
mfcd2. dil 02-08-29 14:00:00 995 383
mfcd2. dil 02-04-12 16:19:20 995 383
MFC42DLL 00-07-14 21:21:22 995 383
rfed 2. dll 00-02-11 16:58:40 995 383

When a number of rows (files or folders) are selected from the search results, the status row
of the window shows how many files have been selected, and also their total length (in case of
the folder all of its files are included in the sum). It is useful, for example, when we try to pick
a set of files to fill optimally 700 megabytes of the CD-R medium:

M ame | Date | Length | Yolurne Mame | Date | Length | “olum
| :
Sample Music L\} 04-07-02 21:35:45 1311 \Docur 5 ample busic 04-07-02 21:33:45 1.311 “Doc
TLzic. a5 03-03-31 14:00:00 ¥ES  \Docur
muzic. bmp 03-03-31 14:00:00 18433 ‘\Docur | %
TILISIC, WS 03-03-31 14:00:00 3492199 ‘Docur MLIZIC. WM 03-03-31 14:00:00 34592193 “Doco
Selected 22 files, 4.675 MB Selected 24 files, 4.694 MB




A single right mouse click on the selected rows pops up a menu. The options of this menu
depend on how many rows are selected. When a single one is selected, the menu shows more
options (for example, the Properties option is available for the single selected file/folder
only). The menu for the selected folder is a bit different from the menu for the single file:

For multiple selected rows the menu is quite short and simple:

Name | Date | Lenath
04-03-23 11:53:00

Sample Music 04-07-02 21:39:45 1.311

music.brp Copy selected rows to the dipboard  # 477

MUEIC. WG Create playlist (m3u) 195

What functions are covered by menu options? The first set of options is usable only for files
actually available in the system:
Open

Details for Folder file type

- opens the file/folder in the associated application. For example, a
folder is typically opened by Windows Explorer, and a file with .txt
extension is opened by Notepad (or some other text editor, if you
have customized the standard system setting to your favorite text

editor).
Open in New Window - like Open (for files may start a new instance of the associated
application)
Explore - like Open for folders
_ _ j- The operating system allows you to define
| General | View | Fle Types Iomufni Filiesf_ll -~ ag (or redefine) these actions in Windows
e SR ' Explorer dialog under Tools/ Folder
DRI Aits ) [ . options/ Advanced.
% (NONE) Drive . -
@mong v Explore parent directory - for files
O ey only: opens the parent folder of the file
[#]{NONE)  Help and Support| Edit . .
AUMOND st oot T Properties - Properties of

the file or the folder (the same way the
Windows Explorer shows them)

Confirm open after download

Cpens with: = Always sho\:v e:)rhansi.r_tun Di recto ry tree |ISt - deSCI’Ibed in
To change settings that affect - [ oc ) [ concel ] chapter 5 (Catalog Tab)
Full list - described in
chapter 5 (Catalog Tab)

[

oK | [ cancd |

M ame | Date | Le
by Muszic 04-08-29 11:53:00 4
M ! L 2
e | Date | = Sample Music 04-07-02 21:33:45 1
m Open -
Sarr!ple uizic ol 1 music. brop pen . . 18
MUSic, 33 xpiore - Cpen in Mew Window 492
rmLzic. brnp Properties 18 SendTa »
MMLISIC. Wmna 432 .
Directory tree list Properties
Eull list Explore parent directory
Copy selected rows to the dipboard  » Directory tree list
Create playlist {m3u) Full list
Copy selected rows to the dipboard »
Create playlist (m3u)



Create playlist (m3u)
Copy selected rows to the clipboard

- Creates a simple playlist of the selected .mp3 files
- shows a submenu of options. The predefined

options may be extended by user defined ones.

M ame | Date | Length | Yalure | Fath
by bl Lizic 04-08-23 11:53:00 4675 ADocumentsz SO
| Standard
msic.brp &at& playlist {m3u) Fullname “Dm
PALESIC. Wna TOEIEET T DI IELTITT Mame AL

The options Standard, Fullname and Name define which attributes of the selected file/folder

will be copied to the clipboard
Standard:

\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\Sample Music
\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\music.asx

04-07-02 21:39:45
768 03-03-31 14:00:00

Fullname:

C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\Sample Music
C:\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\music.asx

Name:

Sample Music
music.asx

The next option of the menu is

\Documents
\Documents

My shared files
My shared files

SendTo - similar to Windows Explorer, but only executables from the SendTo
folder are available (I have got only a shortcut to Notepad there):
N arme | Date | Length| Wiolure
by b uzic 04-03-23 11:53:00 4675 “Doou
Sample Music 04-07-02 21:39:45 1311 “Doou
lmusin:.l:-mp Open | 18438 “Doct
ML, Wma Open in New Window 3492199 “Doo
l% Motepad
Froperties I !
Funlnre narent directory

Selected files and/or folders may be Dragged&Dropped. For example, when some music
player program is already opened, we may select some music files, hold the mouse button
down, drag the selected files over the music program window and drop them there. Similarly,
we may drag a text file over the Notepad window and drop it there if we want to see its

content or edit it, etc.

MName | Date | Length | Yolume

| Path

|@ Bl || & side.mp3 03-12-31 135305 27 906 703 LPMP3_

LT 1Y

WiINAMP

YMicholas &lbertFPosledni blues

There is a necessary condition for Drag&Drop to be usable: the dragged file/folder must be
physically present on the same device where it was when the catalog was created. This
condition is mandatory for some other menu options too - Open, Open in New Window,
Explore, Properties, Explore parent directory. If the file is not present, an error message is

displayed.
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7. Directory Tab

The Directory Tab is accessible from the other two tabs by double-clicking the selected
catalog or file (or selecting a single catalog/file and clicking the Directory Tab). It shows the
whole selected catalog (or the catalog containing the selected file/folder).

The comment entered for this catalog is in position @, @ shows its name, @ is the path to
the folder whose content is listed below it (you may select it and copy to the clipboard). The
arrows @ allow a quick transition to the previous/next catalog (according to the sort order at
the Catalog Tab). The Parent button returns to the parent folder ( the Backspace key has the
same function ).

Search Directony l Catalog ] @ hdy shared files
Farent fl | (2:: Y\Documents |'\Documents and Settingshall UsersiDocuments My MusichSample Playlists 00004055 (3::
= & \Documents ) Name | Date | Length | Files
+- (1 Adobe PDF Flylst! wpl 04-07-17 11:45:40 1250
=00 My Music Pl st 0wl 04-07-17 11:45:40 787
(23 My Flaylists Plylstl 1wl 04-07-17 11:45:40 784
3 Sample Music Flylstl 2 wipl 04-07-17 11:45:40 1451
=-[1 Sample Playlists Plylstl3wpl 04-07-17 11:45:40 783
Plylstl 4wl 04-07-17 11:45:40 775
+- [0 My Pictures Flylst15wpl 04-07-17 11:45:40 733

A single node may be selected from the tree shown in the pane on the left. It is a folder, and
the content of this folder is listed in the pane on the right. There we may select more
files/folders — the status row always shows the count of the selected files and their total
length (as was described for the Search Tab).

A right mouse click on the selected row/rows drops down a menu again, as for the Search
Tab, and it works the same way. Clicking the root of the tree of folders makes two more menu
options available - something that is useful for MP3 collectors. They allow creating a simple
list of albums and songs, respectively, omitting all other files in the catalog:

Search Directory l Eatalu:ug]
Parent LPMP3_01

- i

%I[j Open

+.[I7| Explore

s |:| Properties

* % Directary tree list

+ .

25 Full list

=3

+-[0 List MP3 files [Ja\&ngsj

Drag&Drop is available for tree nodes as well as for the files listed in the right window.
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8. The Settings Dialog
The File/Settings dialog allows changing some simple settings of the program.

Edit Help SELLings!

Py Ih:ury | Catalog | Hit fimit (5000 <10000

|ﬂ W[4 [ Giridines
-4 LFMP3 01
“ ' ] Barber Chis 1 000 zeparator
Eject CD

Hit limit defines the maximum number of files that Cathy may find. O
Every hit adds a row to the listbox. Too many rows in the listbox li
means it will work slowly. When the search criteria are not restrictive
enough, the Search may find tens of thousands of files. When the hit tP3 lists
limit is reached, Cathy stops the search. This case is indicated by Numbered albums

message S:> 5000 in the status row. (Here, 5000 is the hit limit.) The [ Numbered songs
hit limit may be increased up to the second number (10000 by default).

x|

The second limit may be set to some other value in the command line.
Gridlines - checked (as default) means listbox rows are separated by |
thin lines.

1 000 separator check means big numbers in some lists will be shown with blank separators
between groups of 3 numbers (for example 3 533 678 when checked, 3533678 when not).

Eject CD - when checked, the CD/DVD medium is automatically ejected when the catalog is
created.

Allow deleting and Substitutes show the setting available from the command line
parameters.

Allow deleting — checked means deleting the selected files will be allowed. The right-click
dropdown menu is extended by a new option Delete selected files. When chosen, the selected
files (they must be present, of course) are deleted — moved to the Recycle Bin. They will not
be shown in the list until Cathy is restarted, but the records are not actually removed from the
current catalog - therefore the medium must be cataloged again. This option, for example,
offers a very easy way to delete a large number of temporary files. Search for them, select
them and choose the Delete selected files option.

Substitutes shows the list of pairs of device names, where the first one may substitute the
second one. Cathy remembers the device name of the catalog, and when it tries to access the
actual file (to show its properties, to drag it, etc.), it uses the name of this device. Nowadays
there is often more than one CD/DVD drive available in ordinary computers. Maybe you have
created the catalog from the first drive, for example K:, but the medium is present in the
second one, for example I.. Cathy finds the actual file even if it is there, if this substitution
was defined in the command line.

The next two options concern the creation of lists of MP3 songs and albums. When checked,

Cathy adds a sequence number for every song and/or album. It is very practical when your
(older) mp3 player doesn’t show 1D3 tags, only the album number and the song number.
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8. Command line options

Chapter 1 describes how to prepare Cathy for use. In the Shortcut properties dialog it is
possible to define some values, so called ‘command line parameters’, read by the program
when it starts. Cathy reads these parameters:

-dir ""dirl,dir2,...dirn""  additional folders in which to read the catalog (*.caf) files. When
started, Cathy looks for the catalog files saved in its Start in folder. New catalogs are always
created just there. When the parameter —dir is present, Cathy reads the catalog files from all
directories listed as parameter (and delimited by comma). The example above corresponds to
the structure

.A\Start in\dirl

.\Start in\dir2

.\Start in\dir3

.AStart in\dirn

When any of the catalogs is Refreshed from the menu, the refreshed catalog overwrites the
old one (where it was created originally). This parameter allows the user to organize catalogs
in folders with meaningful names — for example MP3 archive, DVD archive, shareware
archive etc., and — if necessary — load all these catalogs at once to the program.

-dd adds the Delete selected files option to some of Cathy’s dropdown menus (see the
previous chapter).

-hits nnnn  sets the maximum limiting value for hits (used in Settings).

-subs JI defines substitues (see the previous chapter). You can define more than one pair of
drive names, for example —subs JIHI

-icon N sets icon No.0-3 (O=default=green, 1=yellow, 2=blue, 3=red) to the title bar of
Cathy. J

J* mps

Fil=  FEdi

9. Files created by Cathy

When Add in the Catalog Tab is pressed, the snapshot of file/folder names of the selected
media is created and saved as a single file. Catalogs are primarily identified by the serial
number of the cataloged medium, and additionally by the path to the cataloged folder, when
more than one is selected. For an older media, when no serial number is available, the catalog
is identified by the volume label. The name of the catalog file is derived from the volume
label and extended by *.CAF’. It is simple to distribute the content information to somebody
else — simply send the corresponding *.CAF’ file (and the Cathy program to open it).

When it is necessary to compare an older snapshot to the new one, rename the old snapshot
before you Refresh or create the new one. The best way is to copy it to some other folder, and
load it together with the new one (using the —dir option described in the previous paragraph).
It may help you to find which files were added or/and which files have been deleted or
changed.

When the medium is re-cataloged, the existing ‘.CAF’ file is renamed/backed up — a second
extension is added to its name (*.BAK’). It means the SOMECATALOG.CAF is renamed to
SOMECATALOG.CAF.BAK. If such a file already exists, it is deleted before the current
catalog file is renamed.

14



9. Customization
Cathy may be customized to some extent when necessary.
Date and time format

There is a Date/Time column in all three tabs to show the creation date of the file/folder. The
way this value is displayed is saved to the registry, and it can be changed using the standard
REGEDIT.EXE system program. The format is exactly the same as used in the strftime
system function. Don’t worry if you’re unfamiliar with this — there is simply a string of
characters, where each % character is followed by a value according to the following table.
All the other characters in this string are displayed unchanged.

%a Abbreviated weekday name

%A Full weekday name

%b Abbreviated month name

%B Full month name

%_cC Date and time representation appropriate for locale

%d Day of month as decimal number (01 — 31)

%H Hour in 24-hour format (00 — 23)

%I Hour in 12-hour format (01 — 12)

%]j Day of year as decimal number (001 — 366)

%m Month as decimal number (01 — 12)

%M Minute as decimal number (00 — 59)

%p Current locale’s A.M./P.M. indicator for 12-hour clock

%S Second as decimal number (00 — 59)

%U Week of year as decimal number, with Sunday as first day of week (00 — 53)
%w Weekday as decimal number (0 — 6; Sunday is 0)

%W Week of year as decimal number, with Monday as first day of week (00 — 53)
%X Date representation for current locale

%X Time representation for current locale

%y Year without century, as decimal number (00 — 99)

%Y Year with century, as decimal number

%z, %Z  Time-zone name or abbreviation; no characters if time zone is unknown
%% Percent sign

G g HESIELnY EGTLoT:
File Edit View Favorites Help

=2 C_aﬂw Mame Type Data
a EEE:;'::::'E @{Default} REG_S7 (value not zet)
@Catalng REG_SZ Bioy-Som-Sed %eH: %6M: %S
E‘.‘E]a E‘L]Dir REG_SZ iy -Shm-Sad "fr:H: B 85
B et @JRESUI’L REG_SZ Yoy -Yom-Fed YoH: Yo %S
[E3] settings

- Z3 Hider

(The format string named Result is used in the Search Taf/) According to its definition,
the date and time is displayed thus:

M ame | [ ate V |
b Muizic 04-08-2911:53:00
Sample Music 04-07-02 21:35:45
rmuzic. azs 03-03-31 14:00:00
muzic. bmp 03-03-31 14:00:00
MALIZIC. WM a 03-03-31 14:00:00
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When redefined to “%d.%b.%Y %H:%M”, the displayed string is changed:

Mare | Date |
b Music 29.A0g.2004 11:53
Sample Muzic 02.Jul. 2004 21:29
rugic. azs . Mar 2003 14:00
mLzic. brp 1 .Mar. 2003 14:00
TALIZIC. WM M Mar 2003 14:00

Copy information about files to the clipboard

The menu option Copy selected rows to clipboard has one or more submenu options to copy
different parts of information about the selected files/folders to the clipboard. Some options
are already defined; more may be added by the user if necessary, or the defined ones may be
changed as well. The following symbolic names are used for file/folder description:

$Vv volume name

$N count of files in volume

$L total size of the volume or file length
$T date & time

$X (hexadecimal) serial number

$C volume comment

$F filename

$G name of the parent directory of the file
$P path

$D device

$S free size on device

Submenu options are defined in the Registry. The first picture shows a set of descriptions, the
second picture shows the resulting appearance in a Cathy list. The Name column defines the
sort sequence of the menu options and the Tab where they occur. “‘Cn’ is the n™ option in the
Catalog Tab, ‘Sn’ is the ™" option in the Search or Directory Tab, respectively. The Data
column defines the name of the option delimited by ‘|’ and followed by the description what
to copy to the clipboard.

g HEdTs b G TLOTy
File Edit View Favorites Help
ERE Cathy Bl name Type Data
t*_j E‘fj (Default) REG_57 (value not set)
(3 Directories ab]co REG_SZ Standard |§V\ESS LN S T\EEN \tSC\LSF
g IF':'""EE [ab] 1 REG_SZ Brief|sv\tsC
= Pi”t'tj;rens [ab]sg REG_5Z Standard|SP\\6F\HEL\EET \tSV ST
B settngs [ab]51 REG_SZ Fullname |$05P\\&F
& G3) Hider [ab]s2 REG_SZ Name |$F
N armne Date | Length| R-’DI/ e
Py Music 04-08-2311:53:00 4675 "\D/ LiTiE
| V
[}5 Standard Il
mizic. bmp Create playlist {m3u) Fullname jrme
MUEICWmMa T — Marne _JITIE

Standard has default definition $P\SF\tSL\ST\t$V\t$C. ‘\\" means the backslash character,
‘\t” means the tab character. Every $character will be replaced according to the list of
definitions (see above), and — when chosen — the clipboard will contain these two lines of
information:
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\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\Sample Music 04-07-02 21:39:45 \Documents My shared files
\Documents and Settings\All Users\Documents\My Music\music.asx 768 03-03-31 14:00:00 \Documents My shared files

When the Name option is chosen, the clipboard will not contain so much text:

Sample Music
music.asx

The Registry settings are read by Cathy when it starts. When this setting is changed, Cathy
must be restarted to re-read it.
10. Help

Cathy contains a brief built-in help. It may be displayed pressing the key F1 or using Tips &
Hints in the Help menu:

File Edit

STl l About Cath}.-'.% !__

A small window describing the use of Cathy appears on the screen:

ips g Hints

Cathy iz & simple medie cataloging tool
files on & P30. Files stored on removel
or even diskettes), on hard drives or r
quickly and easily.

How to use Cathy ?

1. Select the Catalog Tebk and catalog 3
- it's possikble to catelog & subdirect
— UNC driwve names are supported
- the wvolume neame can be overwritten i
- the Archiwve checkkbox iz set accordir

This window is displayed when Cathy runs for the very first time (to show the user there is
some help available), and pops up every 500" run of the program.

11. Creating a list of alboums and songs (mp3/ogg files)

A very common need of owners of music files is to have a well managed list of aloums and/or
songs. Cathy doesn’t read the content of cataloged files and hence it cannot use the
information written to ID3 tags. Anyway, when the files have well chosen titles and the
folders are well organized, Cathy can create a really useful list of available music files.

Cathy assumes the folder structure of music files is similar to this one:

- - \Artist\Album\Songl.mp3
- - \Artist\Album\Song2.mp3

-: \Artist\Album\SongN.mp3
-- \Other Artist\Other Album\OtherSongl.mp3
- \Other Artist\Other Album\OtherSong 2.mp3

etc.

The mp3 (or ogg) extension is removed from the file name when it is added to the list.
Albums (=folders) and songs are listed exactly in the order in which they are saved to the
medium. It means they are not always ordered alphabetically. Albums and/or songs may be
numbered by Cathy. Numbering helps navigation when an older player is used (when ID3
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tags are not displayed, mostly the EDA (Easy Directory Access) navigation is used and only
the sequence numbers of albums and songs are displayed). For example, when albums and
songs of LPMP3_01 catalog are listed, it looks like this:

S
*** |PMP3_01 Name of the catalog

Barber Chris
01* V Praze

Bergendy T
02* Bergendy egyuttes—— Albums
LGT

03* Harminceves vagyo
04* LGT in Warsaw

Melanie Safka
05* 20 Superhits ———
06* Portrait .
Nicholas Albert—— Artists
07* Posledni blues
Niemen Czeslaw
08* Niemen
Spiritual kvintet
09* Pisnicky z roku raz-dva
Traditional Jazz Studio
10* Hraje Joe King Olivera
(10/24)

Albums: 10 Songs: 24
The same list when song titles are also included:

*** LPMP3_01 Melanie Safka 02LPI1I - B
Barber Chris 05* 20 Superhits O3 LPII - A
01* V Praze A side 04 LPII - B
A strana B side Spiritual kvintet
B strana 06* Portrait 09* Pisnicky z roku
Bergendy Melanie-1-A raz-dva
02* Bergendy egyuttes Melanie-1-B 01 A strana
Melanie-2-A 02 B strana
Melanie-2-B Traditional Jazz Studio
LGT Nicholas Albert 10* Hraje Joe King
03* Harminceves vagyok 07* Posledni blues Olivera
01 A oldal A side A strana
02 B oldal B side B strana
04* LGT in Warsaw Niemen Czeslaw (10/24)
01 A oldal 08* Niemen
02 B oldal oL LP1I - A Albums: 10 Songs: 24

(My archive contains digitized vinyls, so every album consists of 2 ‘songs’ only, the A-side
and the B-side.) Numbered albums was checked in Settings dialog, but Numbered songs
remained unchecked. When song numbering is checked too, some more numbering occurs in
the list. Cathy numbers in a so called “intelligent way’ - only those songs which do not have a
number in the first position. Numbering added by Cathy is marked with an apostrophe
character (compare the colored rows to see the difference).

*** | PMP3_01 Melanie Safka
Barber Chris LGT 05* 20 Superhits

01* V Praze 03* Harminceves vagyok 01"A side

01°A strana 01 A oldal 02°B side

02"B strana 02 B oldal 06* Portrait

Bergendy 04* LGT in Warsaw O1"Melanie-1-A
02* Bergendy egyuttes 01 A oldal 02"Melanie-1-B
02 B oldal 03"Melanie-2-A
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04"Melanie-2-B o2LPI1I - B Traditional Jazz Studio

Nicholas Albert O3 LPII - A 10* Hraje Joe King
07* Posledni blues o4 LPII - B Olivera
01°A side Spiritual kvintet 01°A strana
02°B side 09* Pisnicky z roku 02"B strana
Niemen Czeslaw raz-dva (10/24)
08* Niemen 01 A strana
oL LPI - A 02 B strana Albums: 10 Songs: 24

12. CathyCmd

CathyCmd is the restricted version of Cathy, without the GUI, simply to create a catalog. It
must be started from the command line, and it can be started by the Task Scheduler at a
defined time according to the needs of the user. It is a so called console application, runnable
in a DOS window (W95, W98 etc.) or a CMD (command shell) window (W2000, XP). When
started without parameters, it presents a simple usage guide.

- Comman -[o[x
EEXC yCn 3 *%*% p_vasicek, 2005-09-16 B
to catalog xed disks by System Agent/Task Scheduler/At. Use

~CathyCmd 5

Parameter file directives:

#IGN list - (opt) Tlist of file names and/or directories (see Cathy)

#DEV root[,alias] - root and (opt) alias (See Cathy)

#IGN list - (opt) list of file names and/or directories (see Cathy)
#DEV root[,alias] - root and (opt) alias (See Cathy)

Using CathyCmd and Task Scheduler, catalogs of hard drives or network drives may be
created/refreshed automatically at the given time. Using the up-to-date catalog, every file it
contains will be found in a fraction of the second, much faster than using standard system
tools.

When we want to use CathyCmd for this purpose, it is appropriate to catalog the drives for
the first time using Cathy. We can name it, set comments and set the Archive flag the way
we want. When the catalogs have already been created, create a plain text file (using a plain
text editor such as Notepad is) using the hint shown above. | use CathyCmd to catalog hard
disks C: and D: in my laptop, and the corresponding file (I named it cathy.cmd) is as simple
as this:

#1GN *_tmp; \tmp; \Temp*; \debug; \result;

#DEV C:\

#DEV D:\

#DEV \\FileserverOl\projects\vss\VSSdata

(The third device in the command file shows how to use UNC path.) Every line of the file
except those starting #IGN or #DEV is skipped by CathyCmd (they may be used as
comments). The line marked as #IGN defines which files/folders to skip when the catalog is
created (see chapter 5). When a new #IGN line is read, the old “ignore’ setting is replaced by
this new one. The #DEV line defines the device (folder) to be cataloged. It is possible to
define the catalog name (separated by a comma from the device name). If a network
device/folder will be cataloged that may not be mapped at the time CathyCmd runs, it’s a
good idea to use the UNC name (see my example above).

At first, CathyCmd reads every catalog file available in its Start in folder, remembers some
basic information saved there and starts to create catalogs according to the definition file (its
name was passed as the command line option -f parameter_file). If the catalog file already
exists, CathyCmd makes a backup of it and creates a new one with the same name. The
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additional information (comment, etc.) from the existing catalog file will be copied into the

newly created one.

Running CathyCmd using Task scheduler

Create a new job for the Task scheduler. Open the Control Panel, double-click Scheduled
Tasks, right-click in the empty part of the right window pane, choose New and Scheduled

Task as you can see below:
= E}" Control Panel

48 Administrative Tools

Iﬂl Fonts

¢_5 Metwork Connections
@ Portable Media Devices

%2 Printers and Faxes
% Scanners and Cameras
|9 scheduled Tasks
‘a My Metwork Places
2| Recyde Bin

Ml Fal
Set the job name:
cifien Taskll

5

View F
Arrange Icons By +
Refresh
Paste Shortow
Undao Delete Ctrl+Z
MNewer MNewer

At 9:00 every day, ...

(I called it Refresh catalogs). Fill the other necessary fields:

e dE)

Task | Schedule || Settings | Security | Task | Schedule | Settings | Securty |

ﬁ C\WINDOWS' Tasks'\Refresh catalogs job ﬁ £ 12:30 every day, starting 22.9.2005

Fun: |D:\Too|5\Catang\fm\cathy.c:‘r|d § cathy.cmd |

Schedule Task: Start time:
| Daily 1230 B [dvanced.. |
= D:\Tools\Catalog i

Start in: |D:\Tools\Catalog i\ | Schedule Task Daily

comete oy 1] em

Fun as: | [ Set password...

] Run only i logged on

Enabled (scheduled task runs at specified time) [] Show multiple schedules.

[ ok J[ cancel ][ ety | [ ok J[ cancel [ Aeey ]

It’s advantageous to run such jobs when the computer is not in use for work (at night, during

lunch time, etc.).
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13. Remarks

Cathy is a program which | created initially in 1998, when | was not satisfied with the
functionality and the speed of the available freeware cataloging programs. | found it useful,
and after | had written it, | decided | would let everybody use it. It doesn’t mean I’'m a
freeware author. © In most cases | did not add improvements wanted by the users. The
program was improved during those years, but the basic concept remained. It is a tool which
helps to find a single file among hundreds of thousand of others very quickly. Initially, Cathy
was designed to work with only a couple of catalogs (at the time of the first version, | had 4 or
5 archive CD’s). At present some of the users have cataloged even more than 1000
CD/DVD’s, and Cathy still works. (Having a large number of catalogs was the reason why |
have added an additional feature — filtering catalogs by label or comment). One more
disadvantage of this program was extensive use of RAM — all catalogs are read to the memory
when Cathy is started; it’s not a problem any more because current computers have enough
RAM.

There are some restrictions not mentioned at all:
e The maximum length of a file in a catalog is limited to 2 GB. It means, if the file is
longer, in the catalog you will find its length shows as exactly 2 GB.
e The number of folders in a single catalog file — Cathy can’t save more than 65535.

If you are satisfied with this program, | invite you to send a postcard to my daughter. To find
the address look at the end of the built-in help window (F1).

Robert Vasicek, 2005-12-31
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